
Viorel George Dumitru, Claudia Lazăr,  
Alexandru Creangă, Alexandru Purcăruș

Nomina Publishing House

A Journey 
through  
EUROPE

Year 3





3

N

S

EV

THE EUROPEAN UNION – A COOPERATION 
BETWEEN COUNTRIES

Ioana and Radu were hopping back home. School was over and they were very cheerful. 
The weather was going to be lovely at the weekend, so they could ride their bikes in the 
park. 

While stopping over for a moment to catch their breath, the girl wondered why their 
teacher would asked them to write an essay on Europe.

‘It’s about the European Union, not about Europe’, Radu said to her.
‘And what is the difference?’
‘Europe is a continent … like Asia or Africa…’
‘Oh, and the European Union is a country’, Ioana added happily.
‘No, no! It is not so! Romania is a country, but the European Union is not.’
‘Then why does it have a Parliament? I have heard on TV that its meetings are held both 

in Strasbourg and in Brussels.’
‘Ioana, let me explain to you. The European Union is a cooperation between countries. 

They have united together, but not entirely. Romania is part of this union, too. Have you 
seen our national flag at school beside another blue flag with a circle of stars? That is the 
European Flag. The Parliament makes laws for all the states, including ours.’
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‘Do we share the same laws with the French?’
‘Not quite all, only the most important ones. I have heard that they are going to pass a 

law according to which little girls must have their ponytails cut.’
‘You are making fun of me, aren’t you? How come that you know so many things?’
‘I know only a few things… I have a book for kids on the European Union and I can lend 

it to you if you want.’
‘Yes, thank you! The one who gets home last is going to solve an extra exercise in Maths!’
Ioana took off, while Radu was still tying his shoes.

1. Read the text and answer the following questions:
• What are the names of the two characters?

• What are the characters talking about?

• What is the difference between Europe and the European Union?

• What does the flag of the European Union look like?

• What is the boy’s source of information on the European Union?

Calculate de difference between the values for each pair.

2.  Europe is a continent of contrasts. Read the information and solve the exer-
cise below.

RUSSIA
The country with the 
largest population (in 

Europe)
145 537 200  
inhabitants

VATICAN
The country with the 
smallest population

832 inhabitants

MONACO
The most densely 
populated country
inhabitants/km2

ICELAND
The least densely 
populated country
3 inhabitants/km2

MOSCOW (RUSSIA)
The largest and the 

most densely populated 
capital

11 514 330 inhabitants

VATICAN
The smallest and the 
least densely popula-

ted capital
832 inhabitants

MONT BLANC (FRANCE)
The highest point

4 810 m

CASPIAN SEA (RUSSIA)
The lowest point

28 m under sea level

RUSSIA
The largest country 

(in Europe and in the 
world)

17 075 200 km2

VATICAN
The smallest country

0,44 km2 =  
440 000 m2
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3. a) Look at the information below and match the name of each continent with 
the tag which corresponds to its surface ranking.

b)  On the dotted lines, fill in the names of the first three continents according 
to their surface.

NORTH AMERICA
SOUTH AMERICA
42 323 000 km2

AFRICA
30 309 069 km2

ASIA
44 579 000 km2

ANTARCTICA
14 000 000 km2

AUSTRALIA
(OCEANIA)
7 617 930 km2

EUROPE
10 507 000 km2

30 309 069 km2
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